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Information concerning mpyright in books

W hen to Use Forss oA. Form A is appropriate for published
books which have been manufactured in the United States.

What It a "Book™? The term "books"” covers not only material
published in book form, but also pamphlets, leaflets, cards, and
single pages containing text. Books include fiction, nonfiction,
poetry, collections, directories, catalogs, and information in tabular
form.

Uapnéa’:r.&«d Bogks. The law does not provide for registration
ok™ material in unpublished form. Unpublished books are
protected at common law against unauthumcd wse prior to
publication.
Duration of Copyright. Statutory copyright in published books
lasts for 28 years from the date of first publication, and may be
renewed for a second 28-year term.

How to secure statutory copyright in a book

First: Produce Copies With Copyright Notice. Produce the work
in copies by printing or other means of reproduction. To secure
copyright, it 15 essential that the copies bear a copyright notice
in the required form and position, as explained below.,

Second: Publish the Work Witk Copyright Netice. The copy-
right law defines the “date of publication’™ as “. _ . the earliest
date when copics of the first authorized edition were placed on sale,
sold, or publicly distributed by the proprietor of the copysight or
under his authority, . . .

Third: Register Your Copyright Claim. Promptly after publica-
tion, mail to the Register of Copyrights, Library of Congress,

Washington, DUC. 20559, two copies of the work as published
with notice, an application on Form A, propetly completed and
notarized, and a fee of $6.

The Copyright Notice. The copyright notice for books shall
appear on the title page or verso thereof, and shall consist of three
elements: the word "Copyright,” or the abbreviation “Copr.,” or
the symbal ), accompanied by the name of the copyright owner
and the year date of publication. Example: @ John Doe 1974, Lise
of the symbol € may result in securing copyright in countries
which are members of the Universal Copyright Convention,

NOTE: It is the act of publication with notice that actuslly sccures copyright protection. I copies
are published without the required notice, the right to secure copyright is lost, and cannot be restored.

Books manufactured abroad

In Gemeral. Form A is not appropriate for books which have
been manufactured outside the United States,
Foreign-Language Bopks. Applications
language books by foreign authors, manufactured abroad, should
be Subjmtted on Form A-B Foreign,
frsb-bmgmge Books, Books in English manufactured shroad
ie registered for “ad interim” copyright (Form A-B Ad
Inb.“.'nm} or, if they are protected under the Universa]l Copyright
Convention ﬂ'bq—' are eligihle for full-term registration on Form
A-DB Foreign:
(1) Ad Imterim Copyright. Ad interim registration is necessary
for protection in the United States unless copyright has been secured

covering foreign-

under the Universal Copyright Convention. To secure ad interim
copyright a claim must be registered within & months of frst publi-
cation abroad. Ad interim copyright lasts for 5 years or until an
American edition is published within the S-year period and
registered.

(2) Univertal Copyright Comvention. An  FEnglish |xrtgua{}1:r.'
work hy a foreign author first published abroad is eligible for
full-term 11,5, copyright if: {a) its author is a citizen or subject
of a country which is a member of the Universal Copyright Conven-
tion, or the work was first published in such country, and (h) all
published copies bear the copyright notice provided under the
Universal Copyright Convention.
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